“Fine Times for Carpenters”: 
The Recollections 

of Deborah Tooker Van Tuyl Smith
Deborah Tooker was born February 12, 1767 in Elizabethtown, New Jersey, and baptized on April 26 at St. Johns Episcopal Church, daughter of Jacob Tooker (1740-1829) and Margery Hatfield (1747-1831). 

It is likely that during their time as Loyalist refugees on Staten Island, Jacob Tooker and his family lived on the North Shore in the vicinity of the Cruser-Pelton House on Richmond Terrace in West Brighton.  The house served as headquarters for General Cortlandt  Skinner and for the Royal Corps of Engineers,  and King George the IV was quartered there as a young prince.   It was owned by Cornelius Cruser and his wife Helena Van Tuyl, whose son Cornelius Cruser Jr. and daughter-in-law Belitje De Groot lived in a farmhouse near Bement Avenue that was built by Cornelius’s father, Hendrick Cruser, (the Voorlezer of Richmond Town).  Cornelius Jr. and Belitje had a son John who on March 24 1784 married Deborah’s sister, Mary Tooker, at the New Providence Presbyterian Church, New Jersey, where the record reads, “Staten Island people.”  Deborah Tooker married Denys Van Tuyl, “van Richmond County, Landman” on July 2 1783 at the New York Dutch Reformed Church.  The Van Tuyls were near neighbors and kin to the Crusers.  
In October of 1783 the Jacob Tookers and the newlywed Van Tuyls journeyed from Staten Island to begin new lives in the town of Tusket, in Yarmouth County, Nova Scotia.  Denys Van Tuyl did not survive long in his new land, where on February 10, 1787 Deborah married a second time to Job Smith.

Mary Tooker, Deborah’s sister, settled with her husband John Cruser on the Cornelius Cruser farm along the Kill van Kull in West Brighton.  They named a daughter Deborah Van Tuyl Cruser, who married Abraham Van Duzer on March 15 1803 at the Port Richmond Dutch Reformed Church, becoming Deborah Van Tuyl Cruser Van Duzer.

From, UNITED EMPIRE LOYALISTS: PROCEEDINGS OF LOYALIST COMMISSIONERS HALIFAX, 1786. VOL. II. page 554:


Case of Jacob Tooker, late of Elizabeth Town. 

Claimant Sworn Saith:

He is a native of America, settled at Eliz. Town when war broke out. The Americans tried to force him to take part with them, but Claimt. refused, rather thinks he signed an Association never trained in the Militia or served. Joined the Brit. under Lord Cornwallis in 1776. when the Brit. left Eliz. Town Claimt. staid. Was taken Prisoner by Americans but escaped to Staten Island, then went to New York & worked in the King's yard. Then went to Staten Island & acted as a Guide to Corps of Refugees, came from N. York in Oct. 1783, now settled in Argyle.  Claimt. was possessed of house & 8 acres of land in Eliz. Town. Produces Bargn & Sale dated July, 1764, from John Hatfield to Claimt. in Considn of £108.18.1 of a parcel of Land in Elizth. Town, contg 5 acres & 1-8, produces Bargn & Sale dated Nov., 1770 from Saml. Hatfield to Claimt. in considn of £200 New Jers. Cur. of house & one acre & 1-4 in Eliz. Town, laid out a good deal of money on the Premises, thinks it would have sold for £450 N. Y.  The Estate has been sold by the Commissioners, produces office Copy of Inquisition & Judgement & Certificates from one of the Commisrs. that he had sold an house & land of Jos. Tooker in Eliz. Town. Was sold for £1,000. Says that Job Hatfield & James Hatfield knew his Property & will attend the Commrs. on their own Business soon.

   

From, A History of the County of Yarmouth, Nova Scotia, by Rev. J.R. Campbell; 1876, J.& A. McMillan, Saint John NB; Reprinted 1997 Argyle Municipality Historical & Genealogical Society, Tusket, Nova Scotia.

Pages 87-88

“The original centre of Loyalist population in this County, was in Tusket; and thence they finally spread into the vicinity and surrounding district.  They arrived there about the year 1785; and at first consisted of twenty-five families, viz.: Hatfields, Lent, Blauvelts, Sarvents, Smith, Andrews, Tooker, and others, now household words among us, many of whom brought their negro slaves with them… The following account written by one of the first settlers,--Mrs. Van Tyle – long afterwards known as “Aunt Deborah Smith,” tracing the progress of her own and other families from New York to Tusket is worthy of record:--

We left New York on the last day of October, 1783. In the schooner Cherry Bounce, Captain John Gilchrist, master, and arrived at Port Roseway the 7th November, so called then, now Shelburne.  The snow was about two feet deep; went up to the town, there were a number of houses building, but none finished; plenty of marquees, tents and sheds for the people to shelter under, which they greatly needed at that season of the year.  It looked dismal enough.  Called on some of our friends in their tents, Col. Van Buskirk and his wife and two young daughters in one; and his daughter Sarah, Lawyer Combauld’s wife, and babe in another.  I thought they did not look able to stand the coming winter, which proved a very hard one.  The servants had sheds of boards to cook under.  We heard the hammer and saw day and night.  Fine times for carpenters.  Three days after we sailed down to Robertson’s Cove, and there remained frozen up all winter, and the whole harbor too until the 17th March.  During the winter, father and Mr. Van Tyle built a log house on shore, having provisions on board the schooner, but when the spring came and we saw nothing but rocks and moss, they made up their minds to look for a more favorable place.  They had orders from the Surveyors to take up land where they could find it unlocated.  On the 20th March they left the family, and with thirteen others set sail for Yarmouth, Joshua Trefry, pilot.  There they found the land all taken up; were recommended to Tusket.  Found the land there looked more favorable, returned to Shelburne, took the family on board, and arrived at Tusket 11th May, 1784.  At this time there was no one settled on the river, but the French.  In the fall two families moved up, Mr. John Withby and Mr. John Williams.  November 1st, Mr. Morris and Capt. Leonard came up to lay out the land about the lakes and at other places.  In the course of the summer of 1785, Mr. James Hatfield and family came to Tusket; uncle Job Hatfield came up in the course of the summer and several others, viz.:--Mr. Lent, Mr. Van Norden, Mr. Maybee, and Mr. Sarvent.  The river abounded with fish, salmon and herring; and there was a large business carried on exporting them to the West Indies.
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